Introduction
'Human T Cell Receptor Alpha Variable (TRAV) Genes' is the eighth report of the 'IMGT Locus in Focus' section, launched in the April 1998 issue of Experimental and Clinical Immunogenetics [1] . We have previously reported the complete repertoire of the human germline IGH, IGK and IGL genes [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] , and that of the human germline TRBV genes [7] . This eighth report on the human T cell receptor alpha variable genes comprises four tables: (1) 'Number of human germline TRAV genes at 14q11 and potential repertoire'; (2) 'Human germline TRAV genes at 14q11'; (3) 'Human TRAV allele table', and (4) 'Correspondence between the different human TRAV gene nomenclatures'. These tables are available at the IMGT MariePaule page of IMGT, the international ImMunoGeneTics database (http://imgt.cines. fr:8104) created by Marie-Paule Lefranc, Université Montpellier II, CNRS, France [8] [9] [10] . Descriptions of functionality (functional, open reading frame, pseudogene) and mutations are in accordance with the IMGT Scientific chart [10] , available at the IMGT MariePaule page. Nucleotide and amino acid numbering of the V-REGION is in accordance with the unique IMGT numbering system [9, 11, 12] .
